(19) 




Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 





(12) 



(11) EP 0 590 861 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

28.01.1998 Bulletin 1998/05 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

06.04.1994 Bulletin 1994/14 

(21) Application number: 93307492.4 

(22) Date of filing: 22.09.1993 



(51) Intel*: G07F7/08, G06F 15/30, 
G07F 7/1 0 



(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventor: Colbert, Raymond Otto 




AT BE CH DE ES FR GB IT LI NL SE 


Naperville, Illinois 60565 (US) 


(30) 


Priority: 29.09.1992 US 953418 


(74) Representative: Harding, Richard Patrick et al 






Marks & Clerk, 


(71) 


Applicant: AT&T Corp. 


Nash Court, 




New York, NY 10013-2412 (US) 


Oxford Business Park South 






Oxford OX4 2RU (GB) 



(54) Secure credit/debit card authorization 



(57) This invention relates to methods for making a 
credit/debit card purchase without revealing the card 
number to the vendor (3) of services or goods. The card 
holder (1) is connected to a data base (5) and provides 
the card number, plus holder identity verification, to the 



data base. The data base then verifies whether the card 
holder is authorised to incur the expense of the pur- 
chase, and, if so, provides an authorisation indication or 
code to the vendor (3); the card number cannot be de- 
rived from the authorisation information, thus helping to 
preserve the secrecy of the card number. 
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